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Dear Parents and Carers

| hope that this letter finds you and your family safe and well.

Reading for enjoyment is one of our school’s priorities, and we understand the wealth of
benefits that reading can offer our learners for their mental health and wellbeing, their
academic success and their development as empathetic and imaginative young people.
During this lockdown period, we would like to earnestly encourage readers of all ages to
continue to make time for reading for enjoyment whether individually or as a shared
experience within the family.

There are two pieces of news we would like to share with you on this point:

1. The launch of the Oakmoor School eLibrary
2. February enrichment event: Festival of Literature

Oakmoor School eLibrary Launch

In partnership with the Hampshire Schools Library Service (SLS), we are thrilled to be able to
offer all Oakmoor students free access to 4689 books and 352 audiobooks through our
Wheelers eLibrary which can be accessed here: : https://oakmoor-hantssls.wheelers.co
Students can also place requests for books through this platform.

Each student will be issued with a username and password from their English teacher and will
be able to take out 2 loans at a time, with no monthly limit. EBooks and audiobooks can be
accessed through a web browser or there are ‘ePlatform’ apps available for Microsoft,
Android, and iOS devices — there is a download link from the banner on our elibrary
homepage.

For further online library resources:
- Hampshire SLS book lists for secondary readers
- Hampshire SLS Virtual Library Resources
- “The Day” — online newspaper for schools
- Join Bordon Library online
- Oak National Academy Virtual Library (in partnership with the National Literacy
Trust)
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February enrichment event: Festival of Literature

We are thrilled to be able to invite all of our students this year The Bishop’s Stortford
College Festival of Literature. We have arranged for our students to have access to the
Secondary Schools Programme of events, which is attached to the end of this letter.

The 1-hour events mostly take place during the school day and the timetable has been
adjusted to allow students to attend, almost as if we were in school and an author was visiting
to present to a year group in the hall.

Joining instructions for the sessions will be shared via Satchel One.

We would encourage you to get involved as a household and make a shared event out of the
live sessions if you are able. This is a wonderful enrichment opportunity for our learners to
engage in live sessions with a range of successful writers of different genres — something we
are not always able to offer so readily in school.

We look forward to hearing your feedback on these two announcements and to the
conversations about reading and writers with our learners.

If you have any questions or would like further guidance towards online resources to support
your child’s reading during this lockdown period, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely,

(oo

Mrs V. Carter
Head of English
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Bishop's Stortford College

The Bishop’s Stortford College Festival of Literature, brings acclaimed authors,
illustrators, and poets together to inspire both children and adults to read for
pleasure. Now entering its 12th year, the Festival will take place online for the first time.

Available to watch live, or on catch up, the Festival will run between the 2nd and 12th of
February 2021 and has a Schools Programme aimed at pupils aged between 4-18 years-
old as well as an evening Open Events programme for sixth form and adults. The event
will feature several talks from many critically acclaimed authors.

Secondary School Programme

The timetable has been amended on these days to allow students to attend these sessions —
details in brackets.

Joseph Coelho
Tuesday 2nd February, 2pm —3pm - Years 7 & 8
(there will be no work set for Years 7 and 8 for Lesson 3)

Emily Hannah-Grazebrook
Thursday 4th February, 2pm —3pm —Years 7 & 8
(there will be no work set for Years 7 and 8 for Lesson 3)

Tom Ellen and Lucy Ivison
Thursday 4™ February, 2.15pm —3.15pm — Years 9, 10 & 11
(there will be no work set for Years 9, 10 and 11 for Lesson 3)

Anna McNuff

Tuesday 9" February, 3.45—4.45pm — Years 9, 10 & 11

(Years 9, 10 and 11 will have 1 hour fewer of English in this week to allow time for them to
attend the after-school session)

Anthony McGowan
Tuesday 9th February, 2pm —3pm - Year 8
(there will be no work set for Year 8 for Lesson 3)

Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Friday 12th February, 11.15am —12.15pm - Year 7
(there will be no work set for Year 7 for Lesson 2 before lunch; Lesson 2 will resume at 12:50)




