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Dear Parents and Carers
I write to you following the publication of the guidance on ‘Living with COVID’ where the
government announced that it is changing the legal regulations in relation to self- isolation
now and stopping contact tracing and has also stated that it will make some further changes
on the 1st April to testing.
As you will know, rates of Covid-19 in England and nationally have been dropping in recent
weeks from the extremely high levels we saw in January. The changes announced by the
government will have an impact on the activity in our schools.
UPDATED COVID-19 GUIDANCE
Self-isolation
From 24 February, the government has removed the legal requirement to self-isolate. The
government will no longer ask close contacts to isolate or fully vaccinated close contacts to
test daily for seven days, and routine contact tracing will end.
Adults and children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid
contact with other people for at least five full days and then continue to follow the guidance
until they have received two negative LFD test results on consecutive days, 24 hours apart.
Staff, children and young people who are contacts of people with COVID whether they are
vaccinated or not should attend school, college or nursery as usual. This includes staff and
children who have been in close contact within their household.
If your child tests positive for COVID-19, or you suspect they have it
If a child has any of the main symptoms of COVID-19 or a positive test result, the public health
advice is still to stay at home and avoid contact with other people.
If your child has any of the main COVID-19 symptoms, you should still order a PCR test and
stay at home while waiting for the result.
If your child tests positive, they should stay at home and avoid contact with other people for
at least five full days and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received two
negative LFD test results on consecutive days, 24 hours apart.
Testing
Although regular testing of staff and students is no longer required, staff in education and
childcare settings and students can still access test kits by ordering them online or at collecting
from local pharmacies. Schools will no longer receive supplies of testing kits.

Regular testing is still advised for specialist special educational needs and disability (SEND)
settings, alternative provision, and SEND units in mainstream schools.
Throughout the pandemic we have been rigorous with our infection control measures. We
have managed to keep our school fully open and our attendance levels have been consistently
above the national averages and we are keen for this to continue. We are all looking forward
to a time when COVID-19 is not affecting our daily lives but whilst there are still infections in
our communities we plan to move cautiously in our schools.
As stated in the formal guidance above the current position continues to be that if your child
has symptoms you should take them for a PCR test and if the test is positive keep them at
home for ten days with the opportunity to return to school after a minimum of five days if
they have no symptoms and have had two negative LFD tests. It is possible that free tests will
cease on April 1st but until then we will still ask you to test your children to ensure that they
are infection free before they return to school.
Face coverings
Although no longer expected in the government guidance, I have decided to retain face
coverings as optional for all students and staff.
Enhanced Cleaning
So that we can keep your children and our staff as safe as possible we also intend to maintain
the enhanced hygiene and cleaning measures in school. We will also continue to notify you if
there is an outbreak in your child’s year group or classes so that you can keep a careful eye
out for any symptoms.
On site Events
We are also keen to be able to welcome you all back into the school for events and this will
be dependent upon the infection levels in our community at the time. Whilst there is still
COVID in the community we will continue to offer all our regular events as virtual
opportunities.
You have all been so supportive of us during the last two years and I thank you once again for
your commitment and support. With your help and continued vigilance I am sure that we can
keep our school open for the remainder of the term and provide your children with high
quality education alongside their friends and classmates.
Yours sincerely

Mr P. Hemmings
Headteacher

